From Pope St John Paul II’s Apostolic Letter
Rosarium Virginis Mariae
On the Rosary of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Oct 16, 2002)

“ As a prayer for peace, the Rosary is also, and always has been, a
prayer of and for the family. At one time this prayer was
particularly dear to Christian families, and it certainly brought
them closer together. It is important not to lose this precious
inheritance. We need to return to the practice of family prayer and
prayer for families, continuing to use the Rosary...

The family that prays together stays together. The Holy Rosary, by
age-old tradition, has shown itself particularly effective as a prayer
which brings the family together. Individual family members, in
turning their eyes towards Jesus, also regain the ability to look one
i another in the eye, to communicate, to show solidarity, to forgive
‘4 family that proys together stays together one another and to see thei r covenant of love renewed in the Spirit

of God.

Many of the problems facing contemporary families, especially in economically developed
societies, result from their increasing difficulty in communicating. Families seldom manage to
come together, and the rare occasions when they do are often taken up with watching television.
To return to the recitation of the family Rosary means filling daily life with very different
images, images of the mystery of salvation: the image of the Redeemer, the image of his most
Blessed Mother. The family that recites the Rosary together reproduces something of the
atmosphere of the household of Nazareth: its members place Jesus at the centre, they share his
joys and sorrows, they place their needs and their plans in his hands, they draw from him the
hope and the strength to go on. ...

“O Blessed Rosary of Mary, sweet chain which unites us to God, bond of love which unites us
to the angels, tower of salvation against the assaults of Hell, safe port in our universal shipwreck,
we will never abandon you. You will be our comfort in the hour of death: yours our final kiss as
life ebbs away. And the last word from our lips will be your sweet name, O Queen of the Rosary
of Pompei, O dearest Mother, O Refuge of Sinners, O Sovereign Consoler of the Afflicted. May
you be everywhere blessed, today and always, on earth and in heaven”. Bl Bartolo Longo, OP



