




















back and see what really roots us all in
our faith and how we can accompany
each other and cultivate a deep relation-
ship with God. It was this mix of awe
and wonder with retrospection on how
to uphold the teachings of our church
and journey with others around the
world that made WYD so meaningful.

From Micaela...S. Africa

I'am a Portuguese South African, ...Al-
though I attended a catholic school;
there were very few people in my high
school that practiced the catholic faith
most were unbelievers.

The WYD experience helped me re-
alise, that in a very materialistic world
of trends and social media, there are
many young people from all over the
world that depend on God and the
continuity of His church... for many
young people the Catholic Church of-
fers exactly what the modern world
lacks — continuity, stability, guidelines

From Holy Father Francis...

for living a Christian life, reverence,
stillness, peace... Following God is
one grand adventure... there definitely
isn’t a dull moment. It’s not easy. Of-
tentimes it’s confusing and uncom-
fortable. But I do think it is worth
it. God calls us to live a life of cour-
age and by doing so, God asks us to
do things that may not always make
‘sense’. God’s way is different from
our way, His thoughts are different to
our thoughts...I think as believers in
Christ, we often use the words faith
and frust in a very wishy washy kinda
way... ‘Just have faith’ or ‘Don’t wor-
ry about it, just trust God’. But actual-
ly, what I have learnt is that faith and
trust are action words, and God will
test whether we really do have faith
and frust in Him. God wants us to
put our money where our mouth (and
hopefully our heart) is. To go out on a
limb for Him, and it is in trying to do
this, that we come as lose as we pos-
sibly can to our frue destiny.

“While in Ukraine and other places in the world there is fighting, and while
in certain hidden halls war is planned... World Youth Day showed everyone
that another way is possible: a world of brothers and sisters, where the flags
of all peoples fly together, next to each other, without hatred, without fear,
without closing up, without weapons. The message of the young people was
clear: Will the ‘great of the earth’ listen to it? I ask myself: Will they listen
to this young enthusiasm that wants peace? It is a parable for our time, and
even today Jesus says: ‘He who has ears, let him hear! He who has eyes, let
him look!” We hope that the whole world will listen to this Youth Day and
look to this beauty of youth going forward.”















