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In his homily of 13 May 1982 the Holy Father declared here, in the Sanctuary of Fatima: «The
evangelical call to repentance and conversion, uttered in the Mother's message, remains ever relevant. It is
still more relevant than it was sixty-five years ago. It is still more urgent.»

Now, the Message of Fatima is not limited to the words of Our Lady. The events of 1916 are contained in
the Message, and likewise the exemplary life of the children, as are also the communications from
Heaven to Sister Lucia later on, in Tuy and Pontevedra.

The Message of Fatima is a prophetic message, not only in the sense of actual divine appeals announced,
but also in the sense of forewarning and anticipated remedies for future events.

This prophetic character of the Message can be found as well in regard to what is said concerning the
Most Blessed Sacrament of the Eucharist. This aspect is especially significant in the prayer taught by the
Angel: «Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit... I offer You the most precious Body, Blood,
Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ, present in all the tabernacles of the world, in reparation for the
outrages, sacrileges and indifference with which He Himself is offended.»

«Take and drink the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, horribly outraged by ungrateful men. Repair their
crimes and console your God.»

Prophetically, this part of the Message has prepared us to defend ourselves from errors which, in the
name of a false ecumenism, have entered into the bosom of the Catholic Church itself. A wave of heresy,
in theory and practice, has swept the Christian west and has reached even to us. And so the most
inconceivable things have happened: that the consecrated hosts left over after Communion within the
Holy Sacrifice have been disposed of - given to the fowl, buried in the garden, put away in sacristy
drawers; the lack of dignity, decorum and safety of our tabernacles; their position not infrequently gives
the idea of something to be put away in a corner as an inconvenience and not as a friend whom we should
cherish with the most tender love and gratitude.

What troubles me most is that each year here in our very diocese in one or other church or chapel there
are sacrilegious violations of our tabernacles. How sorry I am that even here in this Sanctuary there are
frequent profanations, in spite of all the precautions taken by those responsible.

Francisco was perhaps the most distinguished in his reparatory love of Jesus in the Eucharist. After
receiving Communion from the hands of the Angel he said: «I felt that God was within me, but I did not
know how!» Prostrate on the ground, he would remain a long time in prayer, repeating the prayer of the
Angel.

You notice how the private thanksgiving has almost disappeared and how everyone rushes hurriedly away
shortly after receiving Communion, while Jesus is still truly present within them, that is, for ten or fifteen
minutes according to medical science. Individual thanksgiving is recommended by at least three
documents of Holy Church: the encyclical ‘Misterium Fidei' on the Holy Eucharist, the instruction
'Eucharisticum Mysterium'and the typical edition of the Roman Missal which also contains various texts
for private thanksgiving.

Francisco thought constantly of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament and visited Him whenever he could.
Often times when passing by the Church, on the way to school, he would say to Lucia: «Listen! You go to
school. I'll stay here in the church, with the Hidden Jesus ... On your way home, come here and call me.»
When he was already ill, he asked Lucia: «Look! Go to the church and give my love to the Hidden Jesus.
What hurts me most is that I cannot go there myself and stay awhile with the Hidden Jesus.»



Francisco yearned ardently to be with Jesus to console Him. It is not enough to admire the beautiful life
Francisco lived: his love, his tenderness towards Jesus in the Eucharist. It is a challenge for all of us.

With all my heart I beg priests to treat Him well in the least detail, however insignificant it might appear.
Saint Teresa of Avila, whose centenary we recently celebrated, was ready to give her life for the least
gesture of the celebration of Holy Mass. Indeed, nothing is insignificant if the love is great. Are not the
smallest deeds of great value if they are done with perfection and love.

To all I would say that the best we have should be given to the Lord, like the gold and the silver in the
sacred vessels. I know that objections to this arise on all sides and in various ways. The Lord Himself has
responded to them all. It was not better to sell the perfume and give the money to the poor. How the poor
can serve as simple flag-waving for any and everything! Yes, the best we have is for the Lord!

May the Eucharist be for us as it was for Francisco and as recommended by the Council: the root, the
centre, the fountain and the summit of our individual and communitarian life. May our life revolve always
around Jesus, like the butterfly around the light.

He is truly our Emmanuel - God with us. Like Francisco, let our love be centered on the Hidden Jesus,
and if possible, let our Communion be daily, as Paul VI earnestly recommends in his Encyclical. I would
say: let us make our life a continual Eucharist, offering it at every moment as a spiritual host pleasing to
God in Jesus Christ. And may we be helped by the intercession of the Servant of God, Francisco Marto,
and the vigilant protection of Mary, Mother of God.

(Source: Bulletin Seers of Fatima May/August 1984 Vol 3-4 Published by the Vice Postulation for the
Causes of Bl. Francisco and Jacinta)



