
In Coimbra with Sr Lucia 

(Article published in Seers of Fatima 02- 2004,  

First published in the same Bulletin 5-6 1978 of the Vice-Postulation ) 

 

On the first day of the Conclave, 26th August 1978, the 111 Cardinals of Holy Church, gathered in the 

Sistine Chapel of the Vatican, and elected  Cardinal Albino Luciani, Patriarch of Venice, as Pope, the 

263rd successor of St.Peter,Vicar of Jesus Christ on earth. It was one of the most rapid conclaves in the 

history of the Church, Cardinal Luciani took the name of John Paul I. On September 29th, 1978, the 1,300 

bells of the Holy City brought very sad news to the people of Rome - God had taken to Himself the soul 

of Our Holy Father, Pope John Paul I.  

 

Like Cardinal Roncalli, Cardinal Albino Luciani also came to Fatima before being elected Pope. On July 

10th, 1977, Cardinal Albino Luciani, Patriarch of Venice, presided at the concelebrated Mass on the 

outdoor Altar of the Basilica.  

 

In a brief homily to the pilgrims, he recalled how one of his predecessors,  Cardinal Angelo Roncalli, had 

came as a pilgrim to Fatima before being  elected Pope, and that in this very place he had addressed the 

pilgrims, speaking to them about the Apparitions of Our Lady and the Angel. In the same way he himself, 

Patriarch of Venice, was appealing for the fulfilment of the Message of Fatima, which is penance and 

prayer, and especially the prayer of the Rosary. 

 

On July 11th, Cardinal Luciani went to Coimbra, where he celebrated Mass, together with his priests, in 

the Chapel of the Carmelite Convent. Afterwards, he spoke to the community, and in particular with 

Sister Lucia, He wrote his impressions in an Italian review entitled «Il Cuore della Madre», in its January 

1978 number. 

 

«On Monday, July 11th, I concelebrated Mass with several priests from Venice and Veneto, in the Church 

of the Carmelite Nuns of Coimbra, a Portuguese city of about a hundred thousand inhabitants. 

Immediately afterwards, alone, I entered the convent (for cardinals have the right to enter a cloister) and 

met the whole community, consisting of twenty two, including professed and novices. After this, 1 spoke 

at length with Sister Lucia dos Santos, the only living survivor of the three seers of Fatima. Sister Lucia is 

70 years old, but she carries her years well, as she herself assured me with a smile. 

She did not add, like Pius IX: «I carry them so well that not one of them falls down on top of me». But 

her joviality, her ready speech, her intense interest, revealed by her words, for everything connected with 

the Church of today and its serious problems, all revealed her spiritual youthfulness. I understand 

Portuguese more or less well, having spent some weeks in Brazil, but even had I had no knowledge of the 

language at all, 1 would have understood just the same that she was insisting on the need for Christians 

and, above all, seminarians and novices, who are resolved to give themselves to God without reserve.  

 

She spoke to me with great energy and conviction of priests, religious and Christians with strength of 

mind, who must be as radical as the saints - it must be all or nothing if they want to belong seriously to 

God. Sister Lucia did not speak to me about the Apparitions. I asked her a question about the famous 

«dance of the sun». She did not see it. Seventy thousand people, for ten consecutive minutes, on the 13th 

of October, 1917, saw the sun change colour many times, they saw it spin round three times and then hurl 

itself precipitously towards the earth. During those same minutes, Lucia and her two companions saw, 

beside the motionless sun, first the Holy Family, then the Virgin Mary as Our Lady of Dolours and finally 

as Our Lady of Mount Carmel. Having reached this point, someone will ask: so the Cardinal is interested 

in private revelations? Does he not know that everything is contained in the Gospel? That even approved 

revelations are not articles of faith? I know all that perfectly well. But an article of faith contained in the 

Gospel is also the following: «Signs will be associated with those who believe». (Mk. 16, 17). 



If it is the fashion today to examine the signs of the times, if we are in fact witnessing a veritable 

inflation, even a plague of «signs», I think I may lawfully be allowed to refer to the sign of the 13th of 

October, 1917, a sign to which even unbelievers and anti-clericals bore witness. And behind the sign 

itself, it is opportune to be attentive to the elements which this sign contains. What are they? 

 

Firstly: To repent of one's sins and cease offending God any more. 

 

Secondly. To pray. Prayer is the means of communication with God. But among men today, these means 

(tv, radio, cinema, press) shamelessly oust prayer and seem to desire to put it completely out of the 

picture. «This will be the death of that», as they say, and we seem to be seeing this actually happen.  

It is not I, but Karl Rahner who writes: «Even within the Church, there is to be found on exclusive 

commitment to temporal realities, which is not a legitimate choice, but apostasy and total loss of faith». 

 

Thirdly: To pray the Rosary. Naaman the Syrian, a great general, disdained the simple bathing in the 

Jordan. Some do the same as Naaman, saying: «I am a great theologian and a mature Christian, steeped in 

the Bible and in the liturgy through and through, and they talk to me about the Rosary!» Yet the fifteen 

mysteries of the Rosary are also the Bible, and so are the Our Father, the Hail Mary and the Glory - they 

are the Bible united to prayer that nourishes the soul. A Bible studied on the mere level of investigation 

could only nourish pride and empty it of its value; it is not rare for specialists in the Bible to lose their 

faith. 

 

Fourthly: Hell exists and we can fall into it. 

In Fatima, Our Lady taught this prayer: «O my Jesus, forgive us, save us from the fire of Hell, lead all 

souls to heaven». In this life, there is nothing more important than to merit heaven by leading a good life. 

For it is not Fatima but the Gospel which says: «What does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and 

loses his soul?' (Matt. 16,26) » 


